Antinociceptive effects of thyrotrophin-releasing hormone and its analogues in the rat periaqueductal grey region.
Thyrotrophin-releasing hormone (TRH) and its analogues were injected into the periaqueductal grey (PAG) area of brain in conscious rats and the response time (tail-flick) to a thermal stimulus was recorded. TRH and some of the analogues had an antinociceptive action which, in the case of TRH, was prevented by naltrexone. TRH may interact with endogenous opioid systems in the PAG.